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PROGRESS REPORT OF THE KUTOKA DEVOLVED FUND TASK FORCE 

Introduction 

As a requirement of article 10(2a) of the New Constitution, citizen’s participation in public affairs has 

constitutionalized. This spirit is further entrenched in the guiding principles of Chapter 11 on the 

Devolved Government as spelt out in Article 174 that seeks to: 

 

 (c) Give powers of self-governance to the people and enhance the 

       participation of the people in the exercise of the powers of the State 

       and in making decisions affecting them; 

 

(d)   Recognize the right of communities to manage their own affairs and 

        to further their development; 
 

(f)    Promote social and economic development and the provision of 

        proximate, easily accessible services throughout Kenya; 

 

(g)  Ensure equitable sharing of national and local resources throughout 

      Kenya; 
 

Hence it cannot be business as usual. In the new constitutional order, things must change including our 

attitudes towards public resources. Somehow, a number of projects have been carried out without the 

knowledge and the approval of the community. Yet the overriding intention has been to ensure that the 

community development projects are left in the hands of the local community and in this connection, 

responsible and vigilant citizenship is of paramount necessity than ever before for this to work in 

reality of the New Constitutional order.  

 

Decisions on what projects needs to be initiated are best made by the beneficiaries rather than the 

implementers. So every local community in Kenya should therefore, organize itself and ensure that it 

is involved in managing these funds. The reason behind this is that when the beneficiaries make these 

decisions, they own the projects and ensure that they are managed as intended plus minimizing 

peddling of rumours. It goes without saying that delivery of services becomes efficient and of better 

quality.    

 

CURRENT STATUS 

As reported in half year report, we formed a task force Committee drawing membership 
from six regions of Kutoka geographical area to follow up with the various devolved funds. 

The Task force has been collecting facts/data from various relevant government offices 
tasked with the duty manage these devolved funds. The Task force has met some resistance 
from those who are supposed to avail information but this was anticipated. Some have 
played a cat and mouse game as a delaying tactic with an aim of frustrating this noble 
initiative. Yet this is what entails working for social justice. 



After this phase we shall embark on physical verification of devolved funds projects and 
holding community forums to share the information with intention of charting a way 
forward. 

The Task force has managed to get a detailed account on how Local Authority Transfer Fund 
(LATF) has been utilized in the 74 wards in the City of Nairobi. Armed with this, the Task 
Committee has visited a number of Councillors (Kaloleni/Makongeni Ward who is also the 
City Mayor, Kayole South Ward, Dandora III Ward) and they will meet many more to share 
information.  

The Task force has met several times with the National Board tasked under the Constituency 
Development Fund Act 2007 to explore ways of partnering with them in educating the 
masses. To this extent, it has proposed to draw terms of engagement. However, the Task 
force has had aborted meetings with the Embakasi Member of Parliament yet he has been 
showing willing willingness in his response to the Task force’s communication. In its 
schedule, the Task force will meet all the eight Members of Parliament in Nairobi 
culminating public forums. They have managed to get the project list and money spent in 
2008/2009 financial year for Embakasi but they intend to interrogate the MP.  

Activity objectives of the task force 

Main objectives 

1.  Fact finding, awareness Creation and advancing peoples’ involvement on the various      

     devolved funds and thus enhance people’s participation in managing these funds. 

 2. To create a platform for the public and stakeholders to reflect and develop strategies    

      and mechanisms for engagement with the resource allocation, use, management and      

       monitoring & evaluation at the National and County and constituency level under the  

       new constitutional dispensation. 

The specific objectives of the activity 

1. To cultivate a working relationship with various Public Officers and Stakeholders in the 

management of the Devolved Funds and devise strategies of realizing article 43 in its entirety.  

2. To enhance peoples participation project identification at the local level. 

3. To develop strategies for greater influence on the budgeting  process at both the national and 

county governments  

4. To increase accountability in the officers tasked with the duty of procurement.  

5. To critically examine the current and proposed channels for community and stakeholder 

engagement and how best these can be broadened in the budget process. 

6. To deepen the understanding on the pertinent aspects of participatory needs assessment, resource 

allocation, use and management as well as monitoring and evaluation. 

Outputs  

1. A mutual relationship between the various actors is being realized for the common good. 

2. Progressively the engagements are spurring enthusiasm of peoples’ participation and thus 

accountability is being realized. 

3. Since this is a long term task force activity, we hope influence resource allocation to be directed to 

priority needs of the local people as well as of the Country. 



4. The local people are gradually collecting data on devolved funds in their localities thus a creation 

of alternative non partisan information is being availed. 

 

Outcomes  

 Though with a lot of resistance, a number of players are beginning to work together with  

  the public to ensure effective utilization of devolved funds for progressive realization of  

  Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR) in Kenya such as the National CDF  

  Management Board. 

Financial report 

In its endeavour to achieve some of the above mentioned activities, the Taskforce has incurred Ksh. 

9160 as tabulated below as earlier captured in its work plan. 

No. of 

Activity 

 

DATE 

     

       ACTIVITY 

          

VENUE 

PROPOSED 

 BUDGET 

IN KSH. 

 ACTUAL 

EXPENDITURE  

  IN KSH. 

 

001. 

 

 

09/06/2011 

 

Ground work 

 

Printing & 

photocopying 

 

  1500 

 

   

      1400 

 

 

002. 

 

 

 

 

10/06/2011 

The Committee gathered to 

consulted among themselves in 

preparation to meet the Public 

Relations Manager National 

CDF Board. 

 

Umoja1 

Catholic 

Parish 

 

     

    ____   

    

       

      ___   

 

003.   The Task force travelled to meet 

the Mr. George Muruli (Public 

Relations Manager) of CDF for a 

brief. 

 

Head Office 

       

      2700 

        

        2,860 

 

004. 

 

28/07/2011 

Meeting the Town Clerk Nairobi 

City Council for appraisal on 

LATF. 

 

City Hall 

       

      1000 

 

           800 

 

005. 

 

30/07/2011 

 

The Task force Met the Mayor 

Nairobi City Council to get an 

overview of the nitty-gritty of 

managing LATF. 

 

City Hall 

       

      1500 

  

          1200 

 

 

006. 

 

 

11/08/2011 

A failed consultative meeting 

with the Member of Parliament 

for Embakasi and his CDF 

Committee with an aim of 

getting the facts correctly and 

help us in our civic education 

mission. 

In his 

Embakasi 

Office 

 

 
       1500 

 

 

        1200 

  The Task force travelled to meet 

the Chief Executive Officer 

(CEO) of CDF for a brief. 

 

At the Head 

Office 

 
2500 

 

        2200 



  An aborted consultative meeting 

with the Member of Parliament 

for Embakasi and his CDF 

Committee with an aim of 

getting the facts correctly and 

help us in our civic education 

mission. 

In his CDF 

Office 

 
 
 

2500 

 

 

 

        2100 

 

007. 

 

02/08/2011 

Paying a courtesy call to Kayole 

South Ward Councillor on the 

on fact finding as far as the 

LATF is concerned. 

  
          
         1000 

 

 

         500 

 

008. 

05/07/2011 The Program Officer in charge 

made a courtesy call to Dandora 

1Ward Councillor in his Office 

on the on fact finding as far as 

the LATF is concerned. He 

doubles as the Chairman of the 

Council’s Environment  

Department 

  
 

2000 

 

    ___ 

Total  spent Budget                                                                                                        Ksh. 12,260       

Pending reimbursement  to the Officer                                                                        Ksh.   6,397                                                                                                                                                                             

 

Conclusion 

This is one of the activities under the “Social Justice ,Advocacy, Peace  and Reconciliation 

program that needs to be given a priority because if these funds are well utilized, then the 

goal of poverty alleviation will be dealt with meaningfully. Civic education on laws 

managing these funds is critical if the people’s participation in the monitoring process of the 

Devolved Funds is to be realized. This will sustain civic activism and thus meet the goal of economic 

and social rights, a key priority area. 
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