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Poor public sector management 
in Kenya has had several 
negative effects on the growth 

and the development of the economy 
and the lives of the people in our 
urban slums. It has increased the 
cost of doing business as corruption 
has mounted to discourage private 
investors. Poverty has also increased 
as resources meant for development 
have ended up in private pockets. 
In terms of governance the major 
challenges still remain: efficiency, 
transparency, and accountability in 
decision making and management 
in the country’s public sector. 
Corruption is still on a high level. 
We continue to witness weak 
economic and financial management, 
weak rule of law, and inefficient 
service delivery. The lack of financial 
accountability and transparency has 
further undermined the efficient 
allocation of resources and has 
resulted in the weakening of the 
government’s capacity to finance 
poverty reduction programs let 
alone poverty prevention.
Efforts have been made by the 
government and its development 
partners to create an enabling 
institutional infrastructure for good 
governance, which still is a pipe 
dream. Kenya has taken bold steps to 
promote good governance including 

the passing of several legislations, 
setting up of appropriate institutions, 
and giving them teeth to deal with 
anti-good governance tendencies. A 
number of reforms are still necessary 
to transform these achievements to 
effective institutions. 
As of today, there are still many 
backlogs both in internal audits 
and external audits to make their 
products useful for planning 
purposes, and to extend the 
exercise to municipal and county 
governments with the intention 
of promoting accountability and 
transparency at those lower tiers of 
government. Capacity both in terms 
of skills, procedure and structures, is 
still a major constraint.
Poor governance has also taken the 
form of occasional intervention of 
the government in the working of 
regulatory bodies or even private 
firms. 
The supply side of corruption (from 
the one receiving the service) is 
often overlooked. The private sector 
also has been tainted with issues of 
governance, for example bribes to 
get business licenses and pushing 
for legislation to increase their 
profits. This needs to be addressed. 
Lack of peoples’ participation may 
mean processes of governance are 
away from the people.
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Spare The Devil, Be The Light Of The World

2

NEWS

Christians have been chal-
lenged to add value to com-
munities by being lights of 

the world and avoid blaming the 
devil for injustices currently beset-
ting urban communities in Kenya. 
Speaking during the launch of Lent 
period at Holy Family Basilica, 
Justice and Peace coordinator Fr. 
Emmanuel observed that most ur-
banites in Nairobi are not bothered 
about issues of governance in Nai-
robi since they vote in the rural ar-
eas where they belong, even though 
they live in Nairobi most of the time. 
Fr. Emmanuel challenged all 
Christians, especially Christian 
communities, to reach out to people 
from different communities to build 
peace, justice and reconciliation 
and avoid blaming the devil for 
their errors and omissions. “The 
devil does not waste time. This 
why criminals do not waste bullets. 
The devil does not sleep. It is we 
Christians who sleep. The devil is 

always working. This is why Kenya 
is 90% Christian yet we have all 
kinds of vices,” he said. 
Speaking during a similar event 
at Kariobangi parish, Fr. John 
Webootsa reminded Christians that 
it is the responsibility of the church 
to influence good leadership. 
“We need good leaders today and 
the process of identifying them 
is urgent. Civic education should 

aim at changing people’s attitudes 
towards electing leaders through 
avoiding a three piece voting 
system. Look at the personality and 
not political party or ethnicity of the 
candidate,” Father John reiterated. 
Addressing the same forum which 
brought together justice and peace 
commissioners from Kariobangi 
Parish, Kasarani Member of 
parliament Elizabeth Ongoro asked 
the church to pray for political 
leaders, especially the President 
and the Prime Minister and further 
advocated for youth empowerment. 
She noted that if the youth are 
empowered, politicians will not get 
the opportunity to misuse them. 
During this year’s Lenten campaign 
whose theme is “Towards a 
transformed Kenya,” Kenyans and 
especially Christians have been 
asked to deliberate on this year’s 
themes such as elections, food 
security, devolution, family, peace 
and cohesion.

Kamau wa Nyagah who until his death was a 
popular community radio presenter at Koch 
FM and the secretary of the Korogocho Resident 

Committee has been laid to rest in an emotional funeral 
ceremony held at Nairobi’s Langata cemetery and 
attended by hundreds of relatives and friends. 
Kamau met his death at the hands of unknown assailants 
who murdered him as he entered his house in Gitathuru 
village, Korogocho. 
Mourners eulogized a man who was born and brought 
up in Korogocho. He was a strong supporter of initiatives 
aimed at transforming Korogocho and building human 
rights. He was behind the formation of several initiatives 
such as Miss Koch, Koch FM and Ghetto Films. He also 
had working relationships with several human rights 
NGOs in Kenya. 
Korogocho residents were asked to continue with the 
work that he did so that his dream of a better Korogocho 
does not get buried with him. His painful murder led to 
a series of demonstrations aimed at the police and the 
provincial administration with mourners demanding 
radical surgery of security structures in Korogocho. 
Nyagah’s death was one of the several murders which 
have taken place in Korogocho in the last one month. 
Chief Justice Dr Willy Mutunga, Kasarani Member of 
Parliament Elizabeth Ongoro and German ambassador 
to Kenya Margit Hellwig-Boette consoled with the family 
and asked for action to correct the security situation in 
the slum.

Murdered KOCH FM Reporter Laid To Rest

Chief Justice Dr Willy Mutunga launched the 
Korogocho Community Justice Centre on his 
second visit to Korogocho since he assumed 

office. Speaking during the function, Justice Mutunga 
advised Kenyans to take advantage of paralegals in their 
communities to access justice. 
The chief justice said that although the courts did 
not recognize the term “paralegals,” they played an 
important role as community lawyers (otherwise called 
mawakili mashinani) and should be given a chance 
in law. In his address, he condemned what he called 
human rights tourists who visit slums then disappear, 
but instead advocated for human rights missionaries 
such as Fr. Alex Zanoteli and other priests who have left 
their countries to live and work in the slums. 
“If you have a message as a human rights activist, you 
must be a human rights missionary, staying where people 
are. Paralegals are the new human rights missionaries” 
The CJ added.
Justice Mutunga contributed 400 copies of the 
constitution and advised Kenyans to implement it even 
though many people are frustrating efforts to do so. 
He further warned against ethnicizing the constitution. 
Also in attendance were German Ambassador to Kenya 
Margit Hellwig-Boette, the Executive Director of Kituo 
Cha Sheria Priscilla Nyokabi and the coordinator of 
paralegals in Korogocho Tom Mboya.

CJ Mutunga Launches Justice Centre
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PICTORIAL

(From L-R) Fr. Webootsa, Chief Justice Mutunga and German Ambassador to 
Kenya Margit Hellwig-Boette lead a justice procession in Korogocho

Kamau Wa Nyagah makes his final journey 

(From L to R) German Ambassador Margit Hellwig-Boette, Fr Webootsa, 

The Chief Justice shares a light moment with St. Johns Sports Society weight 
lifters 

The daughter of the late radio presenter Kamau wa Nyagah holds a picture of him during 
his funeral

German Ambassador to Kenya Margit Hellwig-Boette and Chief Justice Willy 
Mutunga at the newly launched justice centre in Korogocho

Chief Justice Willy Mutunga and Kituo Cha Sheria Executive Director Priscila 
Nyokabi during the launch of the Korogocho Community Justice Centre.

Participants deliberate during the launch of Lent period at the Holy Family Basilica. A participant gives his viewpoint in Kariobangi during discusions on the Lenten Cam-
paign
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FEATURE

READY OR NOT, ANOTHER POLITICAL REVOLUTION LIES AHEAD

By Yvonne Teresia Kamala

The political scene in Kenya 
has taken new twists from 
time to time.  In December 

1997 we experienced a number 
of parliamentary reforms but 
even after these the President still 
emerged the winner in ensuing 
elections due to what critics called 
divisions among the opposition and 
manipulation of the electoral process 
which remained firmly in Moi’s 
hands.  In 2002 Kenya took another 
step politically and voted in a new 
president, Mwai Kibaki through 
democratic and open elections after 
twenty four years of President Moi’s 
era.  This was partly due to electoral 
reforms and combined opposition 
unity under the National Alliance 
Rainbow Coalition which brought 
together most political party leaders 
and ethnic figureheads in one 
basket. Kibaki (DP), Raila (LDP) 
Wamalwa (Ford Kenya) and Ngilu 
(NARK) were the leading drivers of 
the rainbow bus. 
In 2007 there was a massive 
change in Kenya’s political scene 
with unprecedented presidential 
elections results that led to a wave 
of violence in several parts of the 
country and turned into ethnic 
conflicts which had many Kenyans 
killed, hurt and others rendered 
homeless. During this crisis the 
Kenya National Dialogue and 
Reconciliation (KNDR) committee 

under the auspices of Kofi Annan, 
helped oversee an agreement that 
saw two principles Mwai Kibaki 
and Raila Odinga form a coalition 
government. Kibaki became the 
president while Raila assumed 
the office of Prime Minister, the 
second in Kenya’s history after Jomo 
Kenyatta at independence.
Amongst several agendas in the 
KNDR framework was Agenda 3, 
which dealt with resolving political 
crisis through power sharing 

hence the 
introduction 
of the Prime 
M i n i s t e r . 
The National 
A c c o r d 
devolved some 
e x e c u t i v e 
powers to the 
new office 
of the Prime 
M i n i s t e r . 
These powers 
included the 
a u t h o r i t y 
to appoint 
half of the 
Cabinet, and 
to coordinate 
and supervise 

the functions of the Government, 
including those of ministries. Even 
though there were amendments 
to the Constitution to provide for 
this structure of power, this was 
made to address the political crisis 
at that moment.  The relationship 
of the new office to the existing 
institutions such as the Office of 
the Vice President and the Office of 
the Head of the Civil Service and 
Secretary to the Cabinet may not 
have received due attention and 
analysis, the negative relationship 
saw complaints from the Prime 
Minister claiming unequal power 
sharing with regard to resources 
and decision making.
Currently, Kenya awaits another 
political change come the 2013 
elections. Chapter 93 of the new 
constitution creates the parliament 
of Kenya which consists of the 
National Assembly and The Senate. 
The National Assembly under 
article 97 shall have 290 members 
representing constituencies, 47 
women representatives elected 
from each county and 12 members 
nominated by political parties 
based on the seats they win in 
parliament. These 12 will represent 
special interests such as youth, 
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workers and persons living with 
various disabilities. The speaker 
shall continue to be an ex officio MP.  
The senate on the other hand and 
by article 98 will comprise of 47 
senators elected from each county, 
16 women nominated by political 
parties based on their parliamentary 
strength, a male and female youth 
representative, a male and female 
representing people living with 
disabilities and an  ex officio member 
who shall be speaker.
Chapter 11 of the constitution has 
also introduced a devolved structure 
of government at the county level. 
County governments shall comprise 
of county assembly and county 
executive. In The county assembly, 
each ward in the county will 
elect one assembly member. Each 
political party will also nominate 
members based on their county 
strength members so that at least 
1/3rd of the members of the assembly 
are of a different gender and that no 
gender is more than 2/3rd. Similarly, 
each county will nominate members 
based on their strengths to represent 
minorities, youth and people with 
disabilities. Each county assembly 
shall have a speaker who shall be 
an ex officio member. A county 

executive committee shall have 
executive authority of a county 
under article 179. It shall consist of 
a county governor, a deputy county 
governor and members appointed 
by the governor who are not county 
assembly members. Members of the 
county executive shall not exceed 
1/3rd of county assembly members 
where the assembly has less than 30 
members and 10 where the assembly 
has more than 30 members.
It is important to note that during 
the next elections in March next  
year, Kenyans will for the first 
time be voting for six positions 
and they should be prepared 
through thorough civic education to 
understand how to handle six ballot 
papers. This is a deviation from what 
Kenyans are used to i.e. electing a 
President, Member of Parliament 
and Councilor. These new positions 
will include: The President and   
his running mate, 47 senators, 47 
governors and their running mates, 
290 Members of National Assembly, 
1450 ward representatives 
and women representatives. 
Additionally, other nominations 
will be done to balance gender and 
provide for representation of special 
interest groups. This will not be an 

easy task in a country of low voter 
literacy coupled with a political 
class hell bent to take advantage 
of the electorates’ perceived lack 
of information and ignorance. The 
big question remains unanswered:  
Is Kenya prepared for the 2013 
elections or are Kenyans going to 
the ballot box with uninformed 
decisions?
The government together with all 
its stakeholders including relevant 
constitutional commissions, the civil 
society and religious organizations 
need to create massive awareness 
through civic education and other 
information delivering channels in 
Kenya, especially in our urban slums 
where there is a high population of 
voters. This will enable voters make 
informed choices hence closing 
the doors to many aspirants who 
might use lack of information as the 
platform to win votes.
The youth, especially those in the 
urban slums, should also take up 
the responsibility of educating 
the elderly since most of them can 
read, understand and with the 
interpretation of the experts they 
are be able to enhance awareness 
creation and have an issue based 
2013 general election.
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Political maturity will save us in 2013

OPINION

By Charles Ochieng

Last month while   having a 
good time with my friends, all 
looked good and promising 

during our discussion but the opti-
mism that was being created by our 
discussion was disrupted when  I 
brought up a discussion about poli-
tics in Kenya, they suggested to me 
that they have no time to discuss 
politics as it is a preserve of dirty 
minds.  From the onset allow me 
to publicly forgive those friends of 
mine for their action was very much 
characterized by ignorance which 
is not a defense in a court of law as 
the legal minds will rightly ague. We 
cannot claim to be passionate about 
this country if we continue to treat 
politics as casually as we have so far 
treated it. The youth must be active 
participants and not just voters; we 
must develop strong political ide-
als that are premised on the rule of 
law and promotion of good ideo-
logical principals that can promote 

economic progress. In a democratic 
scenario, politics is and has been the 
fulcrum that determines the eco-
nomic and social direction a country 
takes and hence the more transpar-
ent and accountable a political party 
is, the more likely that it can develop 
policies that are friendly to the socio-
economic development of a nation, 
as the tradition and precedent cre-
ated by that party can be translated 
into running of government affairs.
The political parties in Kenya have 
been used as avenues of attaining 
power after which they are relegated 
to the periphery, our political class 
do not join these parties due to 
their ideologies and principals but 
because Mr. X who hails from his/
her tribe and is popular amongst his 
tribesmen and women is a member 
of that political party and by siding 
with him/her, he/she is assured of 
making it into a political office. In 
fact, after making it into office, most 

become disloyal to the parties that 
promoted them to their new status. 
We even hear them claim that his/
her party has become dictatorial 
when the only sin of the party is 
its demand that its members pay 
their monthly subscription fee and 
respect the party’s constitution.  
The question I pose to you is this; 
for how long shall we allow the 
political class to take us for granted? 
Or have we resigned to fate and 
do not care what our leaders do? I 
am more certain than before that 
though we have fallen politically; 
this coming general election gives us 
an opportunity to pick ourselves up 
and march forward. To the youthful 
constituency, get this; change does 
not come to you, you must look for it     

Those who seek never fail to find

As the saying goes, once beaten 
twice shy. In 2007/2008 many 
young men and women, es-

pecially those living in the slums, 
were used for po litical purposes by 
politicians here in Kenya. None of 
the promises made to them have 
been realized, and today their daily 
life is even worse than it was before. 
This increasingly provokes social 
insecurity and dis appointment for 
many youths in the quest for orien-

tation, and yet living in the 
context of poverty, jobless-
ness, and corruption. That 
is why they no longer be-
lieve in any political sys tem 
and its actors. 
Nevertheless, the situation 
can be im proved. Politics 
can be attractive for young 
men and women as religion 
and football do today. But 
before it does, the youth 
have to moralize the 

political arena and promote values 
like honesty, sense of common good 
and respect for human dignity. 
Any society, which wants to reach 
her fulfillment, must develop the 
conscience of her chil dren. The 
question is who will be the agent of 
such a formation? 
In pursuing peace and cohesion in 
2012/2013 some of the youth in urban 
slums are seeking activities that 
will keep their fellow youth from 

violence. Kiamaiko Talents Initiative 
(KTI), a non –governmental, non-
political organization initiates, 
nurtures and develops young and 
raw talent among youths and teens 
with the objective of enabling the 
youth to realize a source of income 
away from crime and gang related 
activities. Together with their 
partners (Kutoka Network, Reality 
Tested Youth Programme, Youth 
Transforming for Change, Huruma 
Nursing, Pamoja Trust, Unity 
College, Top Brass Communication 
ltd, City Council of Nairobi and 
Koch fm) they will hold MR. & MISS 
GHETTO BEAUTY PAGEANT 
2012 dubbed “EPUKA! DUMISHA 
AMANI”, at Huruma grounds on 
28th April 2012.  The event is aimed 
at encouraging the youth to observe 
and maintain peace during this 
election year and ensure an informed 
and a violence free environment 
especially in our urban slums.

Catwalk For Peace
EVENT
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It Is Time For Article 10

PARTING SHOT

There comes a time in the histo-
ry of a nation when the citizens 
of that nation have to stand up 

and perform an act to transform the 
manner in which the nation in ques-
tion manages her affairs.  Over the 
years since independence, such a 
moment has visited Kenya every 
five years whereby Kenyans have 
been called upon to redefine their 
history through a democratic elec-
toral process. In the last ten years, 
other opportunities have presented 
themselves for Kenyans to make im-
portant decisions.
In 2005, Kenyans voted in their 
first ever referendum and rejected 
the proposed constitution which 
they felt had been forced down 
their throats by the executive.  In 
2010, they voted again in a second 
referendum which finally ushered 
in a new constitution on 28th August 
2010 in a historic event attended by 
thousands of citizens and dignitaries 
from around the world.
Though Kenyans have enjoyed 
their democratic right to participate 
in electing their leaders since 
independence, most of them feel that 
each election whether presidential, 
parliamentary or civic, has always 
been manipulated to cheat them 
out of enjoying the fruits of this 
democratic practice. Continuous 
impoverishment of a majority of 
Kenyans coupled with absentee 
leadership, ethnicity and chronic 
corruption adds credence to this 
feeling of cheating. 
One of the key achievements of the 
newly promulgated constitution 
therefore was to sanitize governance 
and ensure that those who are 
bestowed with the responsibility to 
manage our public affairs adhere 
to certain national values and 
governance. This is why, as Kenyans 
prepare for the next general 
elections and as politicians continue 
to campaign in a business as usual 
manner, all citizens especially 
voters must read and internalize 
the provisions of Chapter 10 of the 
constitution. 
This chapter itemizes elaborate 

By Japheth Oluoch Ogola

national values and principles 
of governance expected of any 
state officer. These values include: 
patriotism, national unity, sharing 
of power, the rule of law, democracy, 
human dignity, equity/equality, 
social justice and inclusiveness, 
protection of the marginalized, good 
governance, integrity, transparency, 
accountability, sustainable 
development and adherence to 
ideals of human rights.
The intention of this chapter is to 
help voters deviate from their usual 
way of making political decisions 
based on political party fanatism, 
ethnicity and vote merchandising 
to critical analysis of candidates 
for various  political offices based 
on  specific well thought value 
systems. Proper understanding and 
application of Chapter 10 will help 
in liberating Kenyans from being 
perpetually cheated when they 
elect leaders who fail to serve them 
diligently but instead divide them 
along political and ethnic lines. 
Mismanagement of public funds 
will be a thing of the past when 
citizens themselves appreciate that 
before embracing a chapter 10 voting 
system, they must first as individuals 
be initiated into the Chapter 10 club. 
They must believe and practice 
ideals articulated in Chapter 10 
in their day to day conduct of 

business and relationship with other 
Kenyans. How can a Kenyan who 
has preconceived political and ethnic 
prejudice against his or her neighbor 
elect a leader based on Chapter 10 
values? It would be like an atheist 
conducting a salvation ceremony to 
baptize Christians into the world of 
believers without first confessing 
and accepting Christianity. 
Supporters of political parties 
need to reshape the way in which 
political campaigns are conducted 
in this country. Instead of thronging 
political rallies to carry politicians 
on our tired shoulders, singing 
praises and shouting down any 
voice that seems to contradict official 
mheshimiwa information, we need to 
insist that prospective candidates 
either individually or collectively 
create adequate opportunities 
where they subject themselves to 
voters’ interrogation.  Unless we are 
able to initiate this as citizens and 
only vote leaders who pass Chapter 
10 examinations irrespective of 
their ethnic and political parties, 
we should not be heard to be 
complaining that our leaders have 
cheated us once again and are not 
performing. 
The writer is a member of the Justice and Peace 
Commission at St. John Catholic Church Korogo-
cho. He may be reached at +254 724 261 751 or 
japhol2002@yahoo.co.uk for any comments on 
this article. 
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For as many as 48 years since 
Kenya became an independent 
state, rogue politicians have 

built their wealth, fame and cult-like 
following by fanning hatred, confu-
sion and violence among the poor. 
And nobody has borne the trade-
mark of violence and ethnic hatred 
more than the slum poor.
Poverty and desperation of the 
slum poor is the magnet which has 
attracted politicians to slums where 
they come promising to initiate 
development projects, create jobs 
for youths, fight insecurity and so 
on while at the back of their minds, 
they have no intentions to deliver 
on the promises they make. What 
happens instead is the rewarding of 
sycophants as critics are punished. 
In other words, past elections in 
slums have put more and more 
ammunition in the hands of the 
oppressors than saviours.  
But now that the coming general 
election is set under a new 
constitution and that the exercise will 
be managed by a more independent 
electoral body, there is hope in the 
heart and sight of slum dwellers that 
the change they have long yearned 
for is possible by way of ballot.
However, this much needed 
change might not be seen if a lot 
more attention is not given to voter 
education. Effective voter education 
ahead of the coming general election 
will not only wean the poor voters 
off the dependency on handouts 
given by politicians to influence 
their voting choices, but also give 

strength to their vote by reducing 
the count of spoiled votes at the 
polling booths.
For example, that as many as 
200,000 votes were spoiled during 
the 2010 “YES”/”NO” referendum 
of the constitution is a pointer to the 
seriousness of the voting challenges 
lying ahead if voter civic education is 
not approached with the priority and 
attention it deserves, particularly in 
the slums. It is in the slums where 
politicians defile well intentioned 
messages and instead craft their 
own to mislead voters. 
While in the past voter civic 
education has been viewed as 
aimed at the old and academically 
less informed voters, the truth is 
that voting can be very challenging 

to all. In admitting the challenges 
that the Independent Electoral 
and Boundaries Commission is 
likely to face in preparing voters 
for the coming general election, 
the commission’s chairman Mr 
Isaac Hassan made an interesting 
revelation recently that during the  
Law Society of Kenya elections last 
month, spoiled votes resulted too. 
Never mind the election involved 
“learned friends”!
The question that might be 
interesting to ask and perhaps seek 
an answer to, is; if 200,000 votes were 
wasted in a simple exercise which 
only involved a choice between 
“Yes” or “No” for the constitution, 
how much more votes could be 
lost in a complex election in which 
voters will be having at least six 
positions to make choices on at the 
polling booth? 
Well, it could be a nightmare of 
sorts for voters in the coming 
general election. However, foreseen 
challenges which voters are likely 
to encounter could be eliminated 
by preparing the voters well for the 
exercise. This preparation should 
ensure that voters – illiterate or 
otherwise – understand what is 
required of them at the polling 
booth. The preparation should 
also go into insulating voters from 
poisoned political messages and 
unethical practices like bribery and 
incitement whose general effect is a 
sham election.  

2013 Voter Education Is Key 
By Benard Adera


